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As we got together for our annual end of year
event, the meaning of family was strongly evident
with all gathered. A festive atmosphere hung in
the room as the fraternity gathered for prayer and
caroling, lighting of the Advent candles and the
renewal of profession prayer by all professed
members.

Father Simon presented a reflection on the mean-
ing of the Season contemplating the readings of
Mark 1:1-4 done by Melanie Dively, Luke 1:34-38
done by Jacqueline Chirunga and Luke 2:4-7
done by Ann Falgout. A reading from 1 Celano

was done by Susanna Rodriguez and the program ended with a blessing from Father Simon.

All the professed members gathered around the mange r and made a renewal of commitment to

the Gospel life according to the Rule of the Secula r Franciscan Order and to proclaim Christ by our

lives and words. Continued on page|3

Matthew 2: 10-11




New formation classes started for our Candidate
Susanna Rodriguez and Inquirers Mary Jo McCoy,
Karen Hesson, Elettra Fidanza and Deacon Terry
Howard on December 2nd and will continue on
the First Friday of the month through the new
year with a few exceptions.

Our Formation Director, Diane Klein covered the
timetable set for orientation and inquiry phase of
the program and a gave a brief outline of the

course that will be followed throughout the ses-
sions.

The Formation team headed by Diane and help-
ers, Chuck and Carol Lieser, Clark Jones, Warren
and Ann Falgout are prepared and looking for-
ward to the new classes to bring forward mem-
bers of the fraternity for profession in the near f
ture.

We thank God for those interested in the Francis-
can spirit and finding Immaculata Fraternity as a
means to holiness. We thank the Holy Spirit for
shining the light of Truth on our visitors as they d
cern a vocation in the Secular Franciscan Order.

Our next formation meeting will be the First Friday
of the new year 2012, January 6th at 7:00 PM in
the Adult Education Room at MBS parish . We will
cover Chapter 2 of the “Franciscan Journey”, the
Three Orders, Structure and Decrement.
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Continued from page 1

The first candle was lit by

Deacon Terry Howard of

St. Andrew parish in Fort
Worth.

The second candle was lit
by Krista Overfield of St.
Mary the Virgin parish in
Arlington. A Christmas gift that keeps giving.

The third candle was lit
by Richard Overfield of St.
Mary the Virgin parish in
Arlington.

The Baby Jesus was
placed in the crib by
Elettra Fidanza of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

parish in Keller. ]
Rafael, Josh, Debbie, Teresa, Warren, JacdquatlyeCiark, Carol,

Ann, Melanie and Diane



Josh Molidor, Mary Jo McCoy, Carol Liesera€l,. AMinH-algout, Diane Klein,

Chuck Lieser, Melanie Dively, Clark Jones amé &l

Father Michael Higgins, T.O.R., Minister General of
the Franciscan Friars Third Order Regular met with
members of Immaculata Fraternity during his re-
cent visit to the Dallas/Fort Worth area.

Father Higgins was in the North Texas area visiting
members of the Sacred Heart Provence of Lo-
retto, Pennsylvania. The Provence has 30 Friars in
parishes through the counties of North Texas.

The meeting was cordial and covered many top-
ics of mutual interest. Father was congratulatory
of Immaculata for our apostolates and steady
growth in size and spirituality and pledged con-
tinual support from the Friars TOR.

We thank Father Michael and Father Tom Stabile,
Pastor of St. Andrew parish for the time and
space made available for us.

At our departure, Father gave us a blessing and
encouraged us to continue our journey with Holy
Father Francis in our midst, TORs at our side and
Christ in our sights. We departed knowing that
the Order was in good hands with the leadership
of Father Michael Higgins as Minister General.
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3 Holy Name of Jesus (Memorial)

5 Bl.Diego Jose of Cadjpriest (For Capuchins:
Optional Memorial

7 Bl. Angela of Foligngreligious, 3rd Order (For the
3rd Order: Optional Memorial)

12 Bernard of Corleongreligious, 1st Order
(Optional Memorial) (For Capuchins: Memo-
rial)

14 Bl. Odoric of Pordenongpriest, 1st Order
(Optional Memorial)

16 Berard, priest, and companiorsptomartyr<of
the Order, 1st Order (Memorial)

30 Hyacinith of Mariscottjivirgin, 3rd Order (for the
3rd Order: Optional Memorial)

Minister: Chuck Lieser, SFO—817-882-772hce Minister: Carol Lieser, SFO-817-539-5648
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