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It's been said God moves many people at once,
and an experience can feel so unique and yet ex-
perienced by so many. It's that feeling during a
homily when you feel the priest has been reading
your e-mail or was a fly on the wall when that
thing, that challenge, that time of testing of our
faith is suddenly lying before us in a heap of rub-
ble and our success as a Christian-being is ques-
tioned for the outcome.

Saint Therese of Lisieux stated that, “it's when |
fall that | realize how much more | need Jesus”.
Not that we fall from Jesus, but by her standard,
we fall into his arms. That without him we can do
nothing and with him we can take nothing and
make it something. So you must wonder about all
those ah-ha moments throughout a crowd of

people on a Sunday morning and ask how many
people had a chance to fall into the arms of Jesus
this week.

How does God move so many people at once
and then recap a variety of individual moments
through His humble servant, the priest.

As it is said in the Book of Ecclesiastes, “The
thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and
that which is done is that which shall be done:
and there is no new thing, under the sun.”

Or as a wise priest said, “Count it all Grace”.
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Our January Gathering

At our first gathering of the new year, Immaculata Fra-
ternity meet in prayer, formation and fellowship con-
tinuing to strengthen our bond of unity in the spirit of
Franciscan charism.

It is indeed a privilege to be a part of the Franciscan
Family and with that privilege is the responsibility to
live all aspects of our lives as priest, prophet and king.

The purpose of our existence together in fraternity is
to “polish” each other, to shine like gems that we may
be placed in the “crown of eternity” when our time
comes.

Let us continue into this new year following the call to
live from “Gospel to life and life to Gospel” as Secular
Franciscans and continually review and practice the
Rule which we professed to follow.

As our brother Chuck led us through the Admonitions
of St. Francis, it is obvious that it is not easy to “keep
the faith” as we are all called to. The Friars of the
early community needed reminders to keep them
aligned with their vows and promises.

Our Treasurer presented the “fair share” donation
check to our Regional Treasurer in compliance with
our Constitution an Rule. Individual financial summa-
ries were given to members totaling their donations
for the year 2009 and a report was given illustrating
our financial status going into the new year.

Our evening concluded, as they all do, with great fel-
lowship in friendly conversation and good food.
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How this Christmas offered a glimpse of Christmas
Future

When you attended Christmas Mass a month ago,
you likely found the parking lot full and pew space at a
premium.

That's because Catholics are more likely to attend
Christmas Mass than any other liturgy throughout the
year.

Because of that, according to a fascinating recent re-
port | saw, Christmas “provides a glimpse of what the
Catholic Church might look like on a weekly basis if
the decline in Mass attendance from the late-1950s
peak had never occurred.”

The report, on the blog of the Center for Applied Re-
search in the Apostolate at Georgetown University,
said some indicators pointed to attendance hitting an
all-time high during Christmas 2009.

And it said there’s every reason to think that Christ-
mas Masses will continue to get more crowded — to
the point that, in 2035, there simply won't be enough
seats for everybody.

Here are the data used to come up with that projec-
tion:

Today about 31 percent of Catholics (22 million
people) attend Mass in an average week in the United
States. (Compare that to 1957-58, when an estimated
74 percent of Catholics attended Mass weekly.)

But 68 percent of Catholics attend Mass at least
“a few times a year” — most likely representing
Christmas and Easter.

That means roughly 48 million Catholics attended
Christmas Mass in 2009 — when the usual weekend
attendance is 22 million.

The total seating capacity of Catholic parishes in the
United States — the number of seats (8.7 million)
times the number of weekend Masses (62,500) — is
currently about 33,578,000. That means in an aver-
age weekend, the seats are 65 percent filled.

That doesn'’t leave a lot of extra capacity. The projec-
tion looks a quarter century down the road, assuming
Mass attendance rates hold steady at 31 percent (as
they have in recent years), the Catholic population
grows 25 percent (as it has since 1985), and the num-
ber of parishes declines by another 5 percent (as it
has since 1985, and likely will continue to because of
insufficient priests).

Bottom line: In 2035, there will be 60 million Catholics
at Christmas Masses — and only 31.9 million total
seats.

One solution is to increase the number of Masses, as
far as possible in the limited hours of the day.

But that's not enough. The projection suggests that
the physical capacity of the Church in the United
States will have to grow — contrary to current trends

g toward consolidation.
i Of course, that day could come even sooner if we're
M able to get weekly Mass attendance rates edging up.

Initiatives like Catholics Come Home are having some
success; the Diocese of Phoenix estimates it has
brought back 92,000 inactive Catholics through its
advertisements.

The numbers provide lots of food for thought.
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In Dallas, TX

On Saturday January 16th, groups of concerned
Christians from Dallas and Fort Worth came together
to express their love for life in a public demonstration.
Following the Mass celebrated at Cathedral Guada-
lupe in Dallas by Bishop Vann of Ft. Worth and
Bishop Farrell of Dallas, the crowd marched to the
Federal Court Building expressing their commitment
for life and an end to the “culture of death”.

Although the day started somewhat damp, the
weather cleared up and gifted the crowd with a very
pleasant environment to walk through downtown Dal-
las displaying signs and placards supporting their be-
liefs.

Immaculata’s own John Huggins, Rafael Refi and
Susanna Rodriguez took part in the event which
started with a bus ride from the Friary of the Friars of
the Renewal in Ft. Worth.

Along with our brothers and sister were many of the
volunteers and associates that work with and support
the Friars in their apostolates.

The day concluded with an hour spent before our Eu-
charistic Lord with prayers for an end to abortion and
hopefully the need to have any more marches and
demonstrations against our “culture of death”. May
goodness triumph over evil and our nation flourish
through Jesus Christ our King.

New Governor of New Jersey Began Inauguration
Day with Mass

The morning of his inauguration as governor of New Jer-
sey, Chris Christie (R-N.J.) attended Mass in Newark, New
Jersey, “looking at it as an opportunity to begin the day in
prayer.”

Spokesman for the Archdiocese of Newark Jim Goodness
said that there were “close to a thousand people” in the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, and that the atmos-
phere was filled with “reverence” and “happiness.” This is
the first inauguration Mass that has taken place at the Ca-
thedral Basilica in Newark.

Entering the sanctuary to a standing ovation, Mr. Christie
sat with his family near the front. Later in the Mass his 16
year-old son Andrew ascended the pulpit to give the first
reading, said Goodness.

Archbishop John Joseph Myers of the Newark Archdiocese
“was his usual charming self,” according to Goodness, who
said the prelate “gave an excellent homily” drawing from
the Tuesday's Scripture readings regarding King Solomon
and the Beatitudes.

Archbishop Myers first discussed the reading from the Book
of Kings, saying, “We will prosper if we allow God’s wisdom
to direct our lives and our decisions. We will prosper if we
follow our consciences. Conscience is not some 'little voice'
within that directs us. For our consciences to be authentic
and honest, they must allow God’s wisdom to form them,
allow God'’s wisdom to direct us.”

“Otherwise,” cautioned the archbishop, “we are deceiving
ourselves and allowing our desires to rule our consciences.
If we allow desire to direct us rather than wisdom, we follow
the example of our first parents who allowed the spirit of
pride to lead them to taste the forbidden fruit. This can hap-
pen to anyone. It happened to Solomon in the course of his
life.”

Speaking on the Gospel reading, which contained the Be-
atitudes, Archbishop Myers said “When Jesus speaks of
'the clean of heart,' he does not mean a narrow notion of
the heart as merely a font of emotions disconnected from
the intellect and the will. Rather, he is referring to the inner
person, to the seat of our moral personality.”

“Is following the Beatitudes easy?” he asked. “No. Jesus
knew that and his last blessing was 'Blessed are they who
are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.' If we follow the teaching of the be-
atitudes, we will find that life is not always easy. The Beati-
tudes are a challenge. But as long as we trust in God and
stand up for what is right, we can be assured that we too
will be blessed.”

In his interview , Goodness also praised Mr. Christie and
expressed the excitement felt within the Catholic commu-
nity over his election.

“Catholics are in general very happy and proud of the fact
that we have a Catholic as governor and someone who
very clearly talks about his faith and lives his faith and
holds his opinions according to his formation as a Catholic,”
said Goodness.

The archdiocesan spokesman also described the incoming
governor as a “dedicated and concerned individual who
wants to do the right thing here in the state and wants to
bring his talents and his ideas to help the people in the
state which certainly needed it at this particular time.” New
Jersey is currently faced with severe economic problems,
as well as housing and employment needs.

Speaking on the recent New Jersey Senate vote against



same-sex “marriage,” Goodness reiterated that Mr.
Christie is opposed to same-sex “marriage” and that —
“throughout the last few years the bishops in the state ’

have been reaffirming the Church's teaching to the /
people of the state.” )

“That, we hope, is an issue that is behind us,” said
Goodness.

Given the then-impending inauguration of Mr. Christie

and Ms. Kim Guadagno, Archbishop Myers offered his |
prayers, saying, “Today we pray for Governor Chris :
Christie, Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno, the I $ %
members of the new administration of the State of

New Jersey, we pray for all state, county, and munici-

pal officials. We pray that you will be blessed with wis-

dom, even more we pray that you will be blessed with
the wisdom of Solomon — you will need it.”
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4 Joseph of Leonisspriest, 1st Order (Optional
Memorial) (For Capuchins: Memorial)
6 Peter Baptist, Paul Miki and companipnsartyrs,
ro 1st & 3rd Orders (Memorial)
7 Colette of Corbigvirgin 2nd Order (Optional Me-
morial) (For 2nd & 3rd Order nuns: Memorial)
(For the Colettines: Feast)
10 Conrad of Piacenzéhermit, 3rd Order (For the
3rd Order: Optional Memorial)
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